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The issue of road safety is currently the focus of much activity by the Scottish Executive, local authorities, schools, the police and various interest groups. It is also a prime concern for parents. This session presents the findings from a seven-month study of one such initiative – the Safer Routes to School (SRTS) project – and examines the ways in which it has been integrated into the school curriculum. The research was commissioned in January 2003 by the Scottish Executive Development Department and undertaken by a team from the Scottish Council for Research in Education (SCRE) Centre and ODS. Information was collected from a number of sources. These include:

· A survey of the international literature to identify the key issues involved in successful road safety education

· Interviews with a small number of key informants, who are involved in road safety education in Scotland

· A survey of local authorities, 31 of which responded to a questionnaire

· A detailed study of six case study schools (four primary and two secondary schools) to provide a picture of Safer Routes To School activities in a selection of Scottish locations.

· A survey of a sample of parents in the six case study schools to identify their attitudes towards road safety education.

A number of important issues emerge from this research which have implications for the ways local authorities and schools develop effective road safety initiatives in order to take account of the competing priorities of schools, the available resources and children’ and parents’ attitudes and behaviour.

