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The Fife Pass Plus Initiative was brought about by the fact that, for a long period of time, novice drivers have appeared high in crash statistics in Fife; thus it was decided to encourage new drivers aged 17-20 to take extra tuition, to ascertain if this would reduce the crash casualties as regards this group in Fife.

The key objective was a reduction in casualties; but a secondary objective was to find out what problems the novice driver had after passing the driving test, and how these could be resolved.

The target number of 600 taking further tuition was to be achieved within 3 years, and each person would complete 3 questionnaires over an 18 month period to enable a check to be made on their driving behaviour.

Questionnaire 1 – which was completed prior to taking the Pass Plus Course – revealed that young drivers have a number of problems after passing the driving test, with the most obvious problems ranging from motorway driving to negotiating roundabouts and parking. Questionnaire 2 – which was completed around 9 months after completion of Pass Plus – showed a fall in the areas of concern reported earlier, improvement in car control, increased awareness of other road users and more confidence. Questionnaire 3 – which was completed a further 9 months later – showed that the young drivers were still benefiting from Pass Plus and commensurate awareness and confidence; a further benefit was the cheaper insurance it had brought. A fact also emerging from this questionnaire was that, due to Pass Plus, hazard perception had improved, ensuring that the participants looked more closely at their driving skills.

In conclusion, a reduction in casualties has been achieved and Pass Plus has proved to be worthwhile; however, a number of other issues have appeared which need to be addressed.


